


Director’s Note
I’m excited to be directing this hilarious comedy about family ties and 
disconnects. As someone who enjoys comedy and watching drama unfold 
on stage, asking to direct this piece was an easy decision. Chris Durang 
brings life to the fear that stems from change and inevitability as life spins, 
whether we are ready or not. And being ready still does not mean we 
make it through to the other side without a couple scratches. Much love 
to the cast and crew who brought our shared vision to life. You worked 
hard to become a tight group, now let’s laugh hard with the audiences. I 
hope you are able to relate to the experiences of the characters - having 
3 older sisters myself, I know there are moments that feel straight out of 
conversations I have had with them. 

Kenny Hertling (he/him)
Director 

2024 Board of Directors
Emily Bedwell, President

Bill Goveia, Vice President
Kenny Hertling, Secretary

Dan Heise, Treasurer

At-Large Board Members:
Zilia Balkansky-Selles, Hannah Bowman,  

Laura DeBrunner, Becky Stapf, Roy Sillings

Emeritus
Maryann Iaria, Dianne Shewmaker

Special thanks to Patty & Sam Ardery, Steve Heise, & Janet 
Templeton-Heise for underwriting the 2024 Monroe County 

Civic Theater season with their generous support.



Cast
Vanya. .................................................................................. Tom Slater
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Meet the Cast & Crew
Kelsey Beal
Rehearsal Stage Manager
Kelsey (she/her) is excited to return to backstage work after a five-
year hiatus! She previous appeared in MCCT’s audio production of 
Alice in Vaudeville and is thrilled to return to in-person theatre. She 

would like to thank Kenny and MCCT for putting on this show and Moccasin 
the Cat for putting up with late dinner times. She hopes you enjoy the show!

Hannah Bowman
Tech Director/Stage Manager
Hannah (she/her) is originally from Indianapolis, IN but came to 
Bloomington in 2018 to start her career. She currently works at 
Catalent Biologics as a Principal Scientist in Manufacturing Scienc-

es and Technology - Drug Substance. Hannah has a PhD in Chemistry from the 
University of Wisconsin and a BS in Chemistry from Purdue where she also mi-
nored in lighting design. Her theatre experience from Cathedral High School, 
Summer Stock Stage, Purdue University, and now MCCT spans most aspects of 
working backstage. Previous MCCT credits: Halloween Spooktacular (SM); The 
Mousetrap (TD); One Act Showcase: When Dreams Become Reality (TD); Love 
Lost and Love Found (SM); Vanya, Sonia, Masha, and Spike (TD/Production SM).

Jada Buehler
Cassandra
Jada Buehler (she/her) is a Bloomington native and is thrilled to be 
making her MCCT debut. She has been involved in the local theatre 
scene since 2015 when she began with Bloomington High School 

North Theatre and Stages Bloomington. Her favorite roles include Prentiss 
in Peter and the Starcatcher, Zebulun in Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat, and Aggie in Play On! When she isn’t at rehearsal she is  either 
reading or spending time with her partner Jack and their golden retriever Duck. 
Jada would like to thank her friends and family for their continued support in 
her artistic endeavors. Jada is so excited to be back in the theatre space and 
hopes to continue to be active in the community. 



Sophia Hoffman
Nina
Sophia Hoffman is so excited to join MCCT for their latest pro-
duction! A Bloomington native, Sophia’s performances in the last 
year include Curious George: The Golden Meatball (Netti/Ensemble) 

with Constellation Stage and Screen, Richard III (Anne) with MCCT, and One 
Flew Over a Cuckoo’s Nest (Warren) with OCCT. Favorite performances from 
her time at DePauw University include Angels in America Part I: Millennium 
Approaches (Emily/The Angel), Trojan Women (Athena/Chorus), The Taming 
of the Shrew (Katharina), The Importance of Being Earnest (Gwendolen), and 
Much Ado About Nothing (Director). 

Emily McGee
Masha
Emmy-Nominated actor/puppeteer,Emily McGee (she/her), 
is beyond thrilled to be returning to the MCCT stage.  She has 
been seen on stage and behind the scenes as an actor, voice over 

artist, director, producer and puppeteer for various film and theatre compa-
nies including the Phoenix Theatre, Cardinal Stage Company, Bloomington 
Playwrights Project, Theatre Brown County, Breakfast Anytime Improv and 
Sketch Comedy, Starrynight Productions, Soundbooth Theatre, and WTIU.  
When she is not contributing to the magnificent chaos that is the world of 
theatre, she can be found working as a publicist through Rock Paper Scissors 
Inc, a PR company that specializes in representing companies with an eye on 
tech and innovation within the music industry.

B. Stryker DeLong
Beckie (she/her) has been costuming for decades. Her fascination 
with costuming began as  achild when she wanted to know what 
Super Man’s cape was made out of because her cape, made
out of a towel, didn’t blow in the wind like his did. She believes that 

costumes have the power to enrich, enliven, and define every performance, 
every occasion, and every body. She would like to express her deep gratitude, 
love, and appreciation to John, who’s support helps to create the space in 
which her imagination can fuel the adventure. To her village — her chosen fam-
ily of dancers, stitchers, performers, and misfits (you know who you are) - she 
expresses gratitude for all the inspiration, the moral support, and for sharing in 
her journey.  Let the adventures continue!



Tom Slater
Vanya
Tom (he/him) studied theater and dance at the University of South-
ern California. He began competing as an amateur ballroom dancer 
in college, eventually turning pro, adding teacher/choreographer to 

his repertoire. During his career he has had many unique experiences, dancing 
for Bob Hope, the President and First Lady Clinton, and President Gerald Ford. 
He performed alongside superstars Suzanne Somers, Vic Damone, Louise 
Mandrell, Charo, and danced personally with the super-talented, Juliet Prowse 
on national television. Tom has worked with Constellation on 6 shows: Mary 
Poppins, One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest, The Musical Adventures of Flat Stan-
ley, The Great Gatsby, Charlotte’s Web, and Ada and the Engine. He was in Covid 
the Musical at Brown County Playhouse, and this is his debut with MCCT. He is 
very excited to perform with this amazing cast. He is the owner of YOUnique 
Studio,http://youniquestudio.com, a dance studio and hair salon which special-
izes in a boutique experience.

Robert Ping
Spike
Robert (he/him) returned to the stage in 2021 after a 12-year hiatus 
which he and his partner, Tom, used to raise kids, open YOUnique 
Studio, and create alter-egos! Their alter-egos, Tipsy and Tootsie 

Teasedale, helped them continue performing during the pandemic (all online, 
of course) and became a conduit for raising thousands of dollars to help erase 
stigma and raise awareness for mental health, HIV/AIDS, suicide, bullying, 
and issues concerning the LGBTQ+ community. In 2021 Robert rapped his way 
into the hearts of patrons of the Brown County Playhouse in 2020:COVID the 
Musical! Prior, he was seen on-stage in 2008 as Rocky in Rocky Horror, pro-
duced by Starry Night Productions. He is a 20+-year member of the Quarryland 
Men’s Chorus and marched with the IU Marching Hundred for five years. He is 
over the moon about performing with this amazing cast/crew and dedicates 
his performances to his Mom who passed in April 2020. Learn more about 
the Teasedales, YOUnique Studio, and the causes they support at https://
youniquestudio.com.

mcct.org
facebook.com/monroetheater

instagram.com/monroecountycivictheater
youtube.com/@monroecountycivictheater



Becky Stapf
Sonia
Becky (she/her) is a local actress, singer, and radio theater voice 
actor, and has been involved with MCCT for many years. Some of 
her roles in MCCT productions include “Mrs. Reece” in The Farns-

dale Avenue Housing Estate Townswomen’s Guild Dramatic Society’s Production 
of Macbeth, Prospero in The Tempest, and Hecuba in The Trojan Women. More 
recently, Becky portrayed Jack’s Mom in the musical Into The Woods at Mar-
tinsville Little Depot Theater, and as a soloist and ensemble member in Covid 
2020 The Musical at the Brown County Playhouse. She’s as excited as can be to 
among this fine cast, and as “Sonia”; a truly valued(?) member of this dysfunc-
tional family In real life, Becky is a retired postal clerk, and lives in the deep 
woods of Brown County with her husband Dave, and their four-legged friends.





“The funniest play Broadway has ever seen”
Huffington Post–



3420 E Bethel Ln
812-345-0805
tom@shareweb.com
http://youniquestudio.com

World Champion dancer and
movement coach, Tom Slater,

has just three openings
le for new clients.

Learn to move better on stage or
on the dance  oor. All levels welcome!

Ask Director,
Kenny Hertling, for

a testimonial!

YOUnique Studio



Company & Donors

Donors
Patty & Sam Ardery
Emily Bedwell
Prince & Sheila Butler
Marty Cusato
Rance Fawbush
Steve Heise & Janet Temple-
ton-Heise
Claire Mahave
Pam & Mike Milam
Patty Nash
Robert & Tom Ping-Slater

Company
Rishav Aikat
Andy Alexander
Zilia Balkansky-Sellés
Jack Banks
Kelsey Beal
Emily Bedwell
Steve Booker
Hannah Bowman
Sophia Brenneman
Zipporah Breunig
KiMani Bridges
Jada Buehler*
Sacha Cameron

Mary Carpenter
Jezebel Cavosie
Pip Chamberlain
Marty Cusato
Laura DeBrunner
Eric Doades
Sheryl Doades
Steph Estes
Ashley Fish
Gabe Gloden
Grace Geng
Bill Goveia
Cassie Hakken
Dan Heise
Steve Heise
Kenny Hertling
Sophia Hoffman
Anna M Hughes
Maryann Iaria
Adeline Jones
Amanda Jones
Valerie Kilmer
Devin May
Mikelle Miller
Bailey Noel
Dakota Paris
Erin Parks

Josh Pena
Bobby Ayala Perez
Cameron Perry
Robert Ping*
Kyle Resener
Avery Rist
Sarah Mae Ruggles
Greg Simons
Steve Scott
Larken Seymour
Dianne Shewmaker
Roy Sillings
Julian Silvers
Tom Slater
Emily Solt McGee
Becky Stapf
Janell Still
B. Stryker DeLong
Tom Taylor
Janet Templeton-Heise
Tom Trent
Eric Van Gucht
Sonia Velazquez
Jennifer Whitaker

*denotes first show with MCCT

Our company is made up of generous donors, as well as dues-paying 
members and participants. We couldn’t do it without you!




